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ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 

 

This report summarises Seasearch activities throughout Britain, Ireland and the neighbouring Crown Dependencies of the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man in 2020. It includes a summary of the main surveys undertaken (pages 2-9), reports 
produced and a summary of the data collected. This includes records of Priority habitats and species, locally important 
features and nationally scarce and rare species (pages 10-13) and habitats (pages 13-17). It also includes a summary of the 
training courses run for volunteer divers (page 18) and information on how Seasearch is organised and the data is managed 
and made available (page 19). 
All of the reports referred to may be downloaded from the Seasearch website and the species data may be accessed 
through the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas website at nbnatlas.org, where Seasearch now provide the second-
largest marine dataset (and more records than the historical Marine Nature Conservation Review of the late 1980s and 
early 1990s). 

Seasearch Surveys 2020 

 
The following pages summarise the main surveys undertaken in 
2020. The restrictions imposed on our activities (and daily lives) by 
the global covid pandemic made 2020 into a very different year 
than ‘normal’. We were forced to cancel all organised activities 
after those held up to mid-March, and subsequently relied on the 
network of Seasearch volunteers undertaking independent dives 
and snorkels where permitted. Consequently, the number of forms 
recorded overall is lower than in 2020, but there are successes to 
be reported which lighten the overall picture.  

In some cases, Summary Reports can be downloaded from the 

Seasearch website (denoted ®in the sub-heading). 

Data from all of the surveys has been entered into the Marine 
Recorder database and can be freely accessed on the National 
Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas at nbnatlas.org.  

 

Financial support in 2020 at a national level 
was given by the partners on the right in 

addition to the MCS.    

  

Seasearch is coordinated and delivered locally in England by Wildlife Trust and MCS 
coordinators, in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of 

Man by MCS coordinators and in the Republic of Ireland by individuals. 
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SCOTLAND® 
The year 2020 is memorable in several respects. Firstly 
due to the arrival with a bang of the worldwide 
Coronavirus pandemic that has had such an effect on our 
lives and activities. Secondly, more prosaically, changes 
took place in coordinatorship of Seasearch in Scotland.  
Although Seasearch took the decision early on not to 
organise any diving trips in 2020, and to cancel or 
postpone certain events that had already been in the 
calendar, many stalwarts still managed to get diving on a 
socially distanced basis and to spend a rewarding few 
moments filling in the occasional Seasearch Observation 
or Survey form. 

Natalie Hirst had been the Seasearch coordinator for 
Scotland since 2016, but early in 2020 she moved a little 
way south to England to lead Seasearch North East. With 
a bit of clever persuasion on Natalie's part, Seasearch 
Scotland has since been jointly coordinated by diver-
photographer Paul Kay and marine biologist Iain Dixon. 
Due to the limitations on activities at various times as a 
result of the pandemic, the handover took slightly longer 
and with less fanfare perhaps than usual but is now 
complete. The long-serving Owen Paisley continues to 
oversee Seasearch activities on the west coast, but in 
2020 was joined by Karen Boswarva who, in addition to 
being a massively keen marine biologist, has particular 
skills and facility with social media. 

Several organised dive trips were planned initially for the 
spring and summer of 2020, including trips to Wester 
Ross, Loch Fyne, Skye and Kinlochbervie. The latter two 
trips have now been further postponed to 2021.  

Seasearch divers acting on their own initiative prior to 
the start of lockdown in March had already started a 
trickle of completed form submissions at the start of the 
year. After restrictions were eased slightly in July, divers 
were keen to get back in the water despite the lack of 
organised dive trips and this steady trickle was 
continued. 

 

Exciting sightings included the first records in Scotland of 
the dorid nudibranchs Doris ocelligera and Knoutsodonta 
pictoni (above). 

 
An extensive flame shell bed, only the second known 
remaining flame shell bed in the Clyde marine region, 
was located by Seasearchers from Arran. This discovery 
adds to the habitats and species for which the South 
Arran MPA was originally designated in 2016. 
 
Seasearch volunteers were also involved with 
documenting the occurrence of high numbers of the eggs 
of Dipturus intermedius (flapper skate) in the Inner 
Sound north of Skye. Repeated visits indicated that this a 
spawning area. The flapper skate is a critically 
endangered species and, due to its rarity, almost nothing 
is known of its ecology including breeding habits and 
locations.  The Red Rocks and Longay urgent MPA was 
announced by Scottish Ministers in March 2021 in order 
to protect this site from marine activities pending further 
investigative work and data gathering. 
 

 
 
IRELAND 

Northern Ireland®: 

In January 2020 the calendar for the year ahead was 
looking busy with 5 boat dive days, a sea squirt safari, 
observer course, surveyor course and plenty of shore 
dives to look forward to, but unfortunately COVID 19 got 
in the way and all Seasearch organised diving had to be 
cancelled.  

A lot of time and effort goes into planning a Seasearch 
annual programme, from securing funding to checking 
tide times to finding dates that suit boat charters/tutors 
(etc.!), and so, as coordinator, having to cancel was 
disappointing to say the least. But worst of all, was 
missing the craic with the Seasearch group and of course 
facing a year without gathering vital data from our 
marine environment. 

It soon became clear that those concerns were 
completely misplaced as the N.I. Seasearchers stepped 
up to the mark, teaming up to make 2020 one of the best 
years yet! Thanks to the establishment of local WhatsApp 
groups for organising informal shore dives and snorkels 
(when COVID restrictions allowed), our Seasearchers 
were regularly out exploring the seabed, taking photos 

© Karen Boswarva 
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and submitting forms and in the end, we received our 
highest number of forms for years!  

Three exciting species records were also made during 
2020: the nudibranch Hancockia uncinata (photo below) 
at Luke’s Point (a brand-new shore site for Seasearch this 
year). This was the first confirmed record for the Island 
of Ireland, with only 14 other records for this species in 
the UK, predominantly from the south west coast of 
England and west coast of Scotland.  

 
 

The good weather and weeknight shore diving meant 
more records from night dives, and we received a 
handful of sightings of John Dory Zeus faber. These are 
typically a warmer water species and so these records 
are important indicators for climate change.  
 
A night dive at Luke’s Point came up trumps again, where 
a lumpsucker Cyclopterus lumpus, most likely coming 
inshore to breed, was spotted. 

 

 

 

ISLE OF MAN 

The Isle of Man appeared from the outside to be almost 
unaffected by the pandemic in 2020, locking down early 
and maintaining strict control over arrivals. Local divers 
effectively had the island to themselves, and made the 
most of it via ‘Staycation’ weeks organised by local dive 
centre Discover Diving.  
 

 
 
Interesting sightings included curled octopus Eledone 
cirrhosa, spiny lobster/crawfish Palinurus elephas and to 
round-off the year nicely, a veritable orgy of seahares 
(Aplysia punctata). Surveys continued in the seagrass 
beds off Langness too, with more sightings of the 
topshell Jujubinus striatus. 
 

 
 
Kathryn Fowler, IOM Seasearch Surveyor said “Having 
dive holidays at home we have explored some new sites, 
and found some little gems to go back to. It's been nice 
to find something different on our doorstep.” 
 
  

© Phil Wilkinson 

© Noel Black 

© Johnny Hall 
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WALES 
 

South & West Wales ®:  

During 2020, Seasearch activities in SW Wales were 
reduced significantly.  From late June some travel 
restrictions were lifted which allowed for some local 
independent exploring from the shore to happen, but 
only a small number took to the waters.  Many of the 
Seasearch regulars to this region travel from other areas 
of Wales and England and there was a reluctance to do 
this. In Pembrokeshire, the two main shore diving sites 
are St Brides Haven and Martins Haven, these being close 
to parking and easily accessible to divers.   
 
A notable record in July was a massive aggregation of 
more than 100 spiny spider crabs Maja brachydactyla 
congregating for moulting at Martins Haven. 

 
The south coast of Gower consists of Carboniferous 
limestone cliffs with caves, sheltered inlets and huge 
expanses of flat sand. Seasearch completed extensive 
dives in the area in 1995, since then only a few survey 
dives have been completed and it is an area identified to 
revisit to get updated data. Particular excitement was 
therefore provided by a local resident Seasearcher 
exploring sites by snorkel along the Gower coast, many 
of which had not been previously surveyed.  
 

 

North Wales ®:  

A number of Seasearch divers managed to undertake 
independent dive and snorkel surveys at various 
locations around North Wales, continuing the collection 
of marine habitat and species data to contribute to the 
national knowledge base. Because of the issues of social 
distancing and lack of charter boats operating, these 
independent dives were all undertaken from the shore. 
While the number of forms received was much lower 
than in a more normal year, it is thanks to the enthusiasm 
of the independent Seasearch divers and snorkellers that 
data collection activities were continued during the year.   
 

 

The focus on shore diving meant that some of the 
surveys recorded the intertidal and sublittoral fringe at 
various sites, areas which are generally less commonly 
surveyed.  

 

The records include confirmation of continued presence 
of seagrass Zostera marina bed at Rhoscolyn (south end 
of Holy Island, north-west Anglesey); this is a nationally 
important habitat listed under Section 7 of the Wales 
Environment Act 2016. Varying abundance of seagrass 
was recorded (from occasional to common) in the areas 
dived.   

 

Maja brachydactyla Blaise Bullimore 
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ENGLAND 

North West England – Dukes Dock, Liverpool ®: 

The year was kicked off in February at the end of Storm 
Denis, producing hitherto-unseen white caps on the 
Docks, usually considered to be a sheltered area!  The 
dive was christened “the Diadumene blitz” - as many 
photos of the little orange stalked anemone were taken 
as possible, with particular emphasis on side views 
clearly showing the column.  In consultation with Chris 
Wood (former National Coordinator and author of the 
Seasearch guide to Sea Anemones and Corals, an 
identification of Diadumene cincta was reached.  The 
initial hypothesis of Diadumene lineata was rejected 
when none of the photographs showed any distinctive 
stripes on the column.  A satisfying conclusion to an 
ongoing mystery! 
 
In May BSAC’s SCUBA magazine included a 4-page article 
covering the life and times of the Liverpool Dock complex 
highlighting the marine life there.  This was subsequently 
delivered to BSAC members via Zoom presentations and 
attended by over 70 divers. 
 

 
 
North-East England:  
During the early part of the year, January and February, 
no diving activities were planned due to adverse weather 
conditions preventing most diving in this region (not 
unusual during the winter months) and the new North 
East England coordinator relocating from Scotland to 
Newcastle. There then followed a series of introductions 
to local divers, skippers, and dive centres to update them 
on Seasearch and in some cases introduce those who had 
not come across it before. 
 
Plans were made during a Marine and Coastal 
Biodiversity group workshop (the group includes the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, IFCA, University 
of Hull and University of Sheffield) to undertake some 
surveys to fulfil monitoring criteria for the Protected area 
around Flamborough Head. A broad baseline data set of 
habitat and species was deemed to be required – this will 
remain as a focus for activities in the south of the region 
for 2021. 

Despite no formal Seasearch diving being organised in 
the North East region during 2020, local divers were still 
engaged with through social media, weekly dive pub 
quizzes during lockdown and online training, meaning 
that those who could go diving independently did send 
in some forms. 
 

East Anglia ®: 

Due to a 'perfect storm' of factors (visibility improving 
early, main dive season falling neatly between lock 
downs, a bumper pair of online Observer courses and a 
captive set of volunteers eager to dive), 2020 proved to 
be Seasearch East's best year ever for forms received, 
with a grand total of 254, made up of 132 (52%) 
Observation forms and 122 (48%) survey forms, both 
figures considerably higher than previous years. The year 
got off to a great start with a couple of forms in January 
(then came lockdown…), and the final one was for 
December 30th.  
 
One of the main projects for Seasearch East in 2020 was 
to comprehensively map the survey effort along the 
coast, and especially concentrate on recording damage 
to the chalk reef. Photogrammetry techniques were also 
tested and increasingly employed to produce compelling 
interactive models to illustrate the reef and any 
anthropogenic damage (see also 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cz0IilT5mJI for a 
presentation on the subject by Dr Jon Chamberlain of 
Essex University.) 
 
Lincolnshire and The Wash:  
Lincolnshire once again provide slim pickings in terms of 
data but nine Observation forms were received from 
around the Wash and the western part of the Norfolk 
coast, all intertidal and covering Hunstanton, Heacham, 
Holme dunes, Snettisham and Holkham. These included 
two Sunfish Mola mola washed-up on Heacham beach in 
mid-December. 
 
East Anglia - Norfolk:  
The coast between Cley and Overstrand in North Norfolk, 
is very well-surveyed. All records from Weybourne 
eastwards lie within or adjacent to the Cromer Shoals 
MCZ. There are also several wreck and seabed sites 
accessed by boat from Sea Palling in East Norfolk.  
Sheringham, particularly the snorkel trail on the old 
sewer pipe (no longer in use!) was a great focus for many 
non-diving Seasearchers. 
 
East Runton has much weaker tides than any of the 
others on the reef and slopes very gently, making for a 
relaxed night dive with plenty of unusual species to 
observe, while the freshwater springs bubbling through 
the chalk provide a range of salinities and temperatures 
not seen elsewhere. As a result, East Runton remains the 

© BSAC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cz0IilT5mJI
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site with the highest number of algae species recorded, 
including the two invasive alien species Grateloupia 
subpectinaria and G turuturu which were both frequent 
in abundance by the end of the season and seemed 
much more resistant to storm damage than other 
species. Another incomer, the non-native worm 
Pileolaria berkleyana first discovered and identified in 
2019, has become abundant here and nearby West 
Runton, outcompeting other species on vertical 
chalk/flint. 
 
At the eastern extremity, Overstrand continues to be one 
of the most diverse and unusual sites off Norfolk, mainly 
due to the strangely shaped seabed, which forms a basin 
to 17m deep inshore with an offshore chalk reef only 
7.5m deep. This encourages larger tidal streams than for 
any other shore diving site, with a much wider range of 
squirts, crustaceans and sponges. The offshore reef also 
has several algae species not usually encountered off 
Norfolk.  
 
East Anglia – Suffolk:  
Visibility off Suffolk is normally ca. 1m or less which is not 
a good incentive for diving – the forms returned from this 
part of the region were intertidal surveys filling in gaps 
on the map. Not unexpectedly, the area around 
Levington marina on the River Stour just north of 
Felixstowe is a hotspot for non-native species, but a new 
record of Hemigrapsus takanoi was unwelcome news. 
First recorded on the River Medway in 2014, it is clearly 
expanding its distribution around the coast.  
 

 
East Anglia – Essex:  
 
Essex is another fairly under-recorded area due to 
difficulties of access and platforms to dive from, 
nonetheless data was collected from an intertidal site at 
Harwich (a beach of London clay with boulders and 
rockpools) and a challenging sub-tidal day out at West 
Mersea in the Blackwater Estuary. Here, a selection of 
artificial coarse sediment beds had been put down and 

samples of subsurface mud were required for chemical 
analysis as part of a native oyster regeneration project (a 
collaboration between ZSL, Essex University and Essex 
Wildlife Trust). The visibility on the day was less than 
10cm, so only what could be identified by touch, or grab 
sampled was recorded. 
 

Cornwall ®: 

An untypical year! A global pandemic put a stop to 
organised Cornwall activities, however once the first 
lockdown ended many of our volunteers made up for lost 
time and completed a good number of dives and 
snorkels. Fabulous volunteer Mark Card also used a 
Whatsapp group to coordinate some informal shore 
dives for local Seasearchers through summer 2020. Sadly 
the scheduled Observer course was cancelled but thanks 
to zoom, online talks and events took place to keep our 
volunteers learning and enthused. The enthusiasm was 
helped by a spectacular run of Atlantic bluefin tuna 
sightings in SW waters.  
 
Of course when Seasearching we all know to pay proper 
attention to the entire habitat, all the species and 
physical features that make up the underwater 
landscape we explore. However every now and then 
attention is captivated by a tiny mollusc or two… The 
summer of 2020 included more sightings of the 
nudibranch Discodoris rosi but the highlight of the year 
was the incredible discovery of the sacoglossan slug 
Placida cremoniata by eagle-eyed (only 2mm long!) 
volunteer Shannon Moran!  
 

 
 
Crawfish continued to be a common sight on the reefs 
and wrecks all around Cornwall, but alongside this the 
commercial fishing industry are logging a massive 
increase in landings of crawfish each year. Without better 
protection they may become a rare sight once more. So 
please do continue to report any crawfish encountered, 
including numbers seen and approximate sizes of each. 
 
 

© Matt Slater 

© Simon Parker 
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Devon®:  

 
Those volunteers that were able to dive independently in 
Devon picked up the baton and lived up to the ‘any dive 
can be a Seasearch dive’ motto – it was a great effort.  
Additionally, some responded to coordinator-suggested 
‘missions’ concerning the spread of cross-channel 
hopping species, following up the crawfish recovery and 
filling gaps in site coverage. 
 
The Torbay MCZ continues to attract keen independent 
observers. This year more off lying rocks and lesser 
visited reefs were also recorded, largely due to the 
magnificent efforts of Tamsyn Mann. These sites 
included the Lead Stone, the Ore Stone, Morris Rogue 
and the East Shag Rock. Babbacombe continues to reveal 
the unusual, including curled octopus and juvenile black 
sea bream Spondyliosoma cantharus, while existing 
channel-hoppers maintain their presence in the cove. In 
this latter category are the snakelocks shrimp 
Periclimenes sagittifer, the nudibranchs Pruvotfolia 
pselliotes and Trapania tartanella and the variable 
(ringneck) blenny Parablennius pilicornis (pictured left 
next to the common tompot blenny).  
 

 
 
Twenty-six nudibranch species were recorded 
throughout the MCZ with hotspots at the East Shag Rock 
and Shoalstone Reef. At the latter, the tiny Capellinia 
fustifera was found and is the first record (NBN Atlas) for 
Devon waters. Another tiny species, the sacoglossan 
Calliopaea bellula was also spotted here and is the first 
record for the MCZ.   
 
Within the Plymouth Sound area, independent dives 
yielded data for both well-surveyed and new sites, 
including Eastern Kings, Penlee Point, the Royal William 
Yard (sheltered when everything else was blown out!), 
Andurn Point and Crownhill Bay. Further gaps/sites were 
filled in the Dartmouth Reefs, Bigbury Bay along to 
Mewstone and the Eddystone Area where, in a normal 

year, many organised Devon Seasearch surveys take 
place.  
 

 
 

Lyme Bay – Devon & Dorset®:  

 
An outlier of the West Tennants reef area was the curious 
Nigel’s Hill site just to the north, so-named after 
following up a fisherman’s tip.  It’s a short ridge with a 
sloping top, bearing a varied turf, and a distinct wall on 
one side, carpeted by jewel anemones Corynactis viridis 
and square-end hornwrack Chartella papyracea. Silty 
sand with shell fragments at the base of the reef was 
home to burrowing worms, holothurians, brittlestars and 
the unusual/tiny/rarely-recorded anemones Mesacmaea 
mitchellii and Halcampa chrysanthellum. 
 

 
 
Visits continued to the extraordinary habitats on Long 
Ledge, squeezing in four dives during the season. The 
substrate for the habitat along the north ledge is 
provided by massive sponges all overgrown by an 
astonishing diversity of other sponges as well as 
hydroids, bushy bryozoa and the nationally scarce 
trumpet anemone (Aiptasia couchii).  Over 40 sponge 
taxa have been recorded from the area. The soft 
sediment habitats here are also unusual with evidence of 
a particularly high diversity of infauna not yet seen 
elsewhere in Lyme Bay, probably due to a lack of 
disturbance from bottom-towed gear within the reef 
complex (before the area was closed to such activities). 
 
  

© Tamsyn Mann 

© Chris Webb 

© Allen Murray 
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Dorset®:  

After the traditional New Year’s day dive by the usual 
Dorset suspects the diving year got off to a slow start 
with Covid-19 lockdown and travel restrictions in place 
from the last week in March. In June shore diving became 
practicable and there were a number of Seasearch forms 
sent in for intertidal walks, snorkel surveys and shore 
dives. These data are very useful as there is little 
information on sublittoral fringe habitats apart from the 
usual honey pot sites such as Swanage Pier, Kimmeridge, 
Chesil Cove and some sites on shores in Portland 
Harbour. By exploring these areas by shore dive or 
sometimes snorkel, we extend the known range of 
species such as the brown tuning-fork weed Bifurcaria 
bifurcata (below at St Aldhelm’s Head). 

 
 
Some other unusual sightings in 2020 included the 
sunstar Crossaster papposus, some unusual tunicates 
(possibly only now being identified and named thanks to 
the great book “Guide des Tuniciers de l’Europe de 
l’Ouest” by Anne and Wilfried Bay-Nouilhat) such as 
Polycarpa violacea and Distomus hupferi, and the ring-
necked or variable blenny continuing to expand its range 
to the east. 

 

Unusual seaweed records continue to be made by local 
coordinator Lin Baldock, an experienced phycologist – in 
2020 these included Flabellia petiolata, rare examples 
from the Cladophoraceae family (Cladophora 
lehmanniana and C. prolifera), Lychaete battersii and 
Antithamnion cf hubbsii. 
 
Hampshire, the Solent and Isle of Wight:  
 
No organised dives too place in this area in 2020, as with 
elsewhere, so we are indebted to independent recorders 
for sending in their sightings from dives, snorkels and 
intertidal surveys.  
 
Continuing the unusual seaweed records theme, the 
filamentous red seaweed Xiphosiphonia pennata was 
spotted by Nick Owen on silty reefs below Tennyson 
Down on the Isle of Wight. This alga is rare and generally 
found further west. 
 

Sussex ®: 

 
A handful of forms were received from keen individuals 
who undertook some surveys in their personal activities 
during the break between lockdowns over the summer. 
A total of ten forms were received, all off the West Sussex 
coast. Across these forms, a total of 102 taxa were 
recorded from 225 records; although this is far fewer 
than previous years, it is still a good number of records 
for so few surveys! Most sites this year were shallow 
(<20m), the deepest being South-West Rocks at 14m; this 
site is an outcrop of the chalk reef system that extends 
along this stretch of coast.  
 
One exciting sighting was a common stingray Dasyatis 
pastinaca spotted (minus its tail) at the popular site of 
East Beach at Selsey. 
 

 
 
  

© Nick Reed 

© Lin Baldock 



9 

Kent: 
 
Due to the lack of a regional coordinator in Kent, no 
summary report was received for 2020.  
 
One form was received, a qualifying form from a 
volunteer who had attended one of the online Observer 
courses. It is incredibly difficult to support and mentor 
volunteers starting out on their recording journey when 
there is no local coordinator and restrictions do not 
permit travel to a neighbouring area to dive. 
 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 

The Bailiwick Eelgrass Exploration project 
(Guernsey/Alderney):  
 
This focused project was launched in 2019 with the aim 
of engaging as many people as possible in a ‘crowd-
sourced’ process to gather eelgrass (Zostera sp.) records 
from around all the islands in the Bailiwick of Guernsey. 
The project is led by Alderney Wildlife Trust with input 
from La Société Guernesiase and the Guernsey Biological 
Records Centre (GBRC). Given the large tidal range in the 
Channel Islands, vast expanses of eelgrass habitat are 
accessible at low tides, so all recreational sea users were 
encouraged to ‘drop a pin on the map’ (see below), take 
lots of photographs and build up the sightings database 
at the GBRC (with a new manager in post).  
 
For Guernsey, public social media/engagement went 
incredibly well: about 70 or so sightings were received for 
the year after just 3 different record requests via social 
media. There was also a lot of press and TV coverage. On 
Alderney, the extent of most of the beds was mapped 
from the input of volunteers. 
 
One Guernsey volunteer developed an interactive 
Google map so all involved parties could check out and 
update records of eelgrass – this proved to be an 
extremely useful resource. 
 

 

 
 
Independent dives in Alderney: 
 
One local diver took up the challenge of exploring this 
little-dived island to “fill in the gaps” and additionally 
monitoring the seafans he found on the reefs there. 
These sketches are definitely in the premier league for 
artistic merit!  

 
 
 
Jersey: 
Jersey Seasearch also had their island effectively to 
themselves during 2020, and rounded off a good year of 
surveying with Kevin McIlwee continuing the tradition of 
success at the annual National Biodiversity Network 
Awards by winning the David Robertson award for 
marine recording (the fifth year in a row for Seasearch!) 
 
Interesting marine life sightings there included Torpedo 
and Dasyatis (sting) rays, the southern tunicate species 
Aplidium ocellatum (Sea Squirts & Sponges guide, p.57) 
and the non-native/introduced species Asterocarpa 
humilis (compass sea squirt), Styela clava (leathery sea 
squirt), Perophora japonica and the bryozoan 
Watersipora subatra.  
 

© Tim Harvey 

© Justin Hart 
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Species recorded in 2020 

A total of 30,065 taxon records (covering 1259 distinct taxa, not all identified to species and containing some non-
taxonomic recording aggregates) were made during 2020. The following table provides a summary of the species recorded 
and identifies both the most commonly recorded species and those of special interest. 

Priority (formerly Biodiversity Action Plan) species and habitats continue to be a major focus for our surveys and are 
highlighted in the table as are occurrences of nationally scarce and rare species as defined by the JNCC. The JNCC list has 
not been revised for some years and the records also include some nationally scarce and rare fishes which are not in the 
JNCC list and records of other southerly species which have only been recently recorded in our area. The list also identifies 
non-native species, based on the Marine Biological Association guide1. 

Phyla and commonly recorded species (> 100 records)  
Priority (P), Scarce (S), Rare (R) & Non-native (NN) 
species 

BACTERIA (CYANO/PROTEO) (2 records, 2 taxa)  

CHROMISTA (4 records, 1 taxon)  

ENTOPROCTA (5 records, 1 taxon)  

FORAMINIFERA (31 records, 2 taxa)  

PORIFERA, Sponges (2203 records, 94 taxa) 

Amphilectus fucorum (234 records), crusts (not identified to species) 
(180), Dysidea fragilis (151), Halichondria panicea (149), Sycon ciliatum 
(120), Cliona celata (106)  

 

Dysidea pallescens (R, 15 records) 
Suberites massa (R, 29 records) 
Adreus fascicularis (S, 10 records) 
Axinella damicornis (S, 10 records)  
Tethyspira spinosa (S, 2 records) 
Stelletta grubii (S, 5 records) 

CNIDARIA, Jellyfish, hydroids, siphonophores, anemones and corals (3594 records, 135 taxa) 

Scyphozoa - jellyfish (186 records, 5 taxa) 

Staurozoa – stalked jellyfish (70 records, 6 taxa) 

 

Calvadosia campanulata (P, 39 records) 
Calvadosia cruxmelitensis (P, 2 records) 
Craterolophus convolvulus (4 records) 
 

 

Hydrozoa - hydroids (1067 records, 65 taxa) 

Nemertesia antennina (106 records) 

 
Aglaophenia kirchenpaueri (S, 4 records) 
 

 

Anthozoa - anemones and corals (2271 records, 59 taxa) 

Urticina felina (308 records), Alcyonium digitatum (303), Sagartia 
elegans (210), Anemonia viridis (186), Metridium dianthus (171), 
Caryophyllia smithii (165), Actinia equina (105) 

 

 

 
 
Amphianthus dohrnii (P/R, 1 record) 
Eunicella verrucosa (P, 89 records) 
Swiftia pallida (P, 3 records) 
Pachycerianthus multiplicatus (P, 15 records) 
Funiculina quadrangularis (P, 6 records) 
Aiptasia couchii (S, 44 records) 
Parazoanthus anguicomus (S, 7 records) 

CTENOPHORA, Comb Jellies (37 records, 5 taxa) 
PHORONIDA, Horseshoe worms (61 records, 3 taxa) 

 

PLATYHELMINTHES, Flat worms (46 records, 2 taxa)  

NEMERTEA, Ribbon Worms (28 records, 4 taxa)  

ANNELIDA, Segmented worms (1833 records, 57 taxa) 

Spirobranchus (383 records), Lanice conchilega (279), Sabella pavonina 
(209) 

 

Amalosoma eddystonense (S, 1 record) 

 

Sabellaria spinulosa (Priority habitat when reef-forming, 34 records; 
most not reef-forming)  

 
1  https://www.mba.ac.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/ID%20NNS%20English.pdf (in English); 
    https://www.mba.ac.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/ID%20NNS%20Cymraeg.pdf (in Welsh) 

https://www.mba.ac.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/ID%20NNS%20English.pdf
https://www.mba.ac.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/ID%20NNS%20Cymraeg.pdf
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Phyla and commonly recorded species (> 100 records)  
Priority (P), Scarce (S), Rare (R) & Non-native (NN) 
species 
Serpula vermicularis (Priority habitat when reef-forming, 81 records; 
most not reef-forming) 

 

Ficopomatus enigmaticus (NN, 1 record) 

Pileolaria berkelayana (NN, 24 records) 

BRACHIOPODA, Brachiopods (14 records, 3 taxa)  

ARTHROPODA, Barnacles, amphipods, isopods, crabs, lobsters and prawns (4291 records, 117 taxa) 

Cancer pagurus (493 records), Necora puber (457), Homarus gammurus 
(317), Pagurus bernhardus (258), Carcinus maenas (299), Cirripedia 
(252), Palaemon serratus (171), Inachus sp. (167), Macropodia sp. (155), 
Galathea squamifera (141), Maja brachydactyla (119), 

 

Palinurus elephas (P, 33 records) 
Dromia personata (S, 2 records) 
Austrominius modestus (NN, 14 records) 
 
Periclimenes sagittifer (southerly) – 14 records  
 

MOLLUSCA, shells, sea slugs, bivalves, chitons and cephalopods (2879 records, 205 taxa) 

Bivalvia (549 records, 40 taxa) 

Pecten maximus (125 records) 

Cephalopoda (139 records, 10 taxa) 

Sepia officinalis (47 records), Sepiola atlantica (42), Eledone cirrhosa 
(24) 

Gastropoda (2128 records, 146 taxa) 

Calliostoma zizyphinum (223 records) Buccinum undatum (126), 
Steromphala cineraria (490), Rissoa (118) 

Polyplacophora - chitons (61 records, 7 taxa) 

Polyplacophora indet. (26 records), Tonicella marmorea (20) 

 

 

Ostrea edulis (P, 24 records) 
Arctica islandica (P in Wales (4 records) 
Limaria hians (Priority habitat, 5 records) 
Modiolus modiolus (Priority habitat, 37 records) 
Okenia elegans (R, 3 records) 
Tritonia nilsodhneri (S, 22 records) 
 
Magellana gigas (NN, 11 records) 
Crepidula fornicata (NN, 98 records) 
 
Southerly species:  
Haliotis tuberculata (2 records) 

BRYOZOA, sea mats and sea mosses (1369 records, 75 taxa) 

Electra pilosa (186 records), crusts (not identified to species) (38), 
Flustra foliacea (106) 

Bugula neritina (NN, 5 records) 
Tricellaria inopinata (NN, 1 record) 
Watersipora subatra (NN, 14 records) 

PHORONIDA, horseshoe worms (39 records, 3 taxa) 

 
 

ECHINODERMATA, starfish, sea urchins and sea cucumbers (1907 records, 51 taxa) 

Asterias rubens (494 records), Echinus esculentus (275), Marthasterias 
glacialis (180), Henricia (158), Crossaster papposus (135), Antedon 
bifida (107) 

 

TUNICATA, sea squirts and salps (2184 records, 76 taxa) 

Clavelina lepadiformis (170 records), Botryllus schlosseri (153), 
Diplosoma spongiforme (147), Ascidiella aspersa (118), Ascidia mentula 
(112), Didemnum maculosum (110), Ciona intestinalis (101) 

 

 
 
Polysyncraton lacazei (R, 2 records) 
Pycnoclavella aurilucens (S, 7 records) 
Phallusia mammillata (S, 51 records) 
Asterocarpa humilis (NN, 8 records) 
Corella eumyota (NN, 19 records)  
Perophora japonica (NN, 36 records) 
Botrylloides diegensis (NN, 14 records)  
Botrylloides violaceus (NN, 1 record) 
Styela clava (NN, 32 records) 
 

PISCES, fishes (3329 records, 135 taxa) (fish are not included in the JNCC rare and scarce species lists) 

Pomatoschistus spp. (297 records), Labrus bergylta (249), Symphodus 
melops (224), Taurulus bubalis (165), Trisopterus luscus (164), Pollachius 

Anguilla anguilla (P, 17 records)  
Gadus morhua (P, 18 records) 
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Phyla and commonly recorded species (> 100 records)  
Priority (P), Scarce (S), Rare (R) & Non-native (NN) 
species 

pollachius (156), Ctenolabrus rupestris (121), Parablennius gattorugine 
(111), Callionymus reticulatus (100) 

 

 

 

Molva molva (P, 8 records) 
Lophius piscatorius (P, 7 records) 
Pleuronectes platessa (P, 31 records) 
Solea solea (P, 6 records) 
Dipturus intermedius (P, 7 records) 
Raja undulata (P, 4 records) 
Raja clavata (P in Scotland (15 records, not all in Scotland)) 
 
Southerly (generally) species: 
Tripterygion delaisi (20 records) 
Parablennius pilicornis (16 records – spreading eastwards) 
Symphodus ballioni (3 records) 
Spondylosoma cantharus (10 records) 
Torpedo sp. (2 records) 

MAMMALIA, mammals (22 records of seals and cetaceans, 7 taxa)  

 

ALGAE, seaweeds (5960 records, 284 taxa)  

Rhodophycota, Red seaweeds (2865 records, 161 taxa) 

Encrusting algae indet. (461 records), Rhodophyta (228), Plocamium 
spp. (167), Calliblepharis ciliata (159), Chondrus crispus (146) 

 

 
 
Gracilaria bursa-pastoris (S, 10 records) 
Gracilaria multipartita (S, 1 record) 
 
Asparagopsis armata (NN, 43 records) 
Bonnemaisonia hamifera (NN, 7 records) 
Antithamnionella ternifolia (NN, 2 records) 
Dasysiphonia japonica (NN, 12 records) 
Grateloupia subpectinata (NN, 23 records) 
Grateloupia turuturu (NN, 45 records) 
Solieria chordalis (NN, 13 records) 
 
Maerl (Priority habitat, 38 records, most not identified to species) 

Ochrophyta, Brown seaweeds (1838 records, 80 taxa) 

Laminaria hyperborea (195 records), Dictyota dichotoma (167), 
Saccharina latissima (147), Chorda filum (118) 

Sargassum muticum (NN, 76 records) 
Undaria pinnatifada (NN, 17 records) 
Colpomenia peregrina (NN, 19 records) 

Chlorophyta, Green seaweeds (582 records, 32 taxa) 

Ulva spp. (247 records) 
 

TRACHEOPHYTA, vascular plants (53 records, 2 taxa) Zostera marina (Priority habitat, 53 records)  

ASCOMYCOTA, lichens (2 records, 2 taxa)  

  

TOTAL TAXA RECORDS = 30,065  
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Habitats and Biotopes 

Seasearch records habitats and animal and plant 
communities in two ways. 

On an Observation Form the field recorder identifies one 
or more Seabed Cover Types (SCT) for the whole of their 
record from a list of nine options. For the Survey Forms the 
data is separated into a number of different Samples and 
each sample is given a Biotope Code using the MNCR 15.03 
suite devised by the Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee2. This process of ‘biotoping’ is usually carried 
out by a post survey assessor rather than the recorder 
themselves as it requires specialist knowledge of the 
biotope system. 

 

During 2020 2248 SCTs and Biotopes were identified, of 
which 61.43% (1381) were MNCR Biotopes & 38.57% (867) 
SCTs. 

Seabed Cover Types 

The 867 SCTs recorded were divided as follows: 

Kelp forest and kelp park 166 (19.15%) 

Mixed seaweeds 209 (24.11%) 

Encrusting pink algae 37 (4.27%) 

Short animal turf on rock/wreckage 190 (21.91%) 

Tall animal turf on rock/wreckage 118 (13.61%) 

Animal beds (e.g. mussels, brittlestars) 11 (1.27%) 

Sediment with life apparent 128 (14.76%) 

Barren sediment 14 (1.61%) 

This data provides a broad indication of the habitats and 
communities present at the site. In some cases it is 
apparent that the level of detail on the record is sufficient 
to assign a MNCR Biotope to an Observation Form. 

 

MNCR 15.03 Biotopes 

The 2006 biotopes assigned were divided by main habitat as follows: 

Littoral rock 61 (4.41%) 

Littoral sediment 28 (2.03%) 

Infralittoral rock 438 (31.72%) 

Circalittoral rock 404 (29.25%) 

Sublittoral sediment 450 (32.59%) 

In almost all cases more detailed biotopes were assigned within these broad categories. These are based on variations in 
the type of physical habitat, and different communities of plants and animals. 

Some habitats have been assessed as priority habitats for conservation in the UK3. Whilst these are not necessarily 
identified in the same way elsewhere, all Seasearch records have been included below. Priority habitat records were as 
follows: 

Blue mussel beds on sediment 

LS.LBR.LMus/ LS.LBR.LMus.Myt.Sa/ LS.LBR.LMus.Myt.Mu/ LS.LSa.St.MytFab: no records in 2020 

LS.LBR.LMus.Myt: Mytilus edulis beds on littoral sediments: one record from Cumbria 

LS.LBR.LMus.Myt.Mx: Mytilus edulis beds on littoral mixed substrata: one record from Norfolk 

SS.SBR.SMus.MytSS: Mytilus edulis beds on sublittoral sediment: one record from Loch Creran  

 

Coastal Saltmarsh 

LS.LMp.Sm: no records in 2020 

 

Cold-water Coral Reefs 

SS.SBR.Crl.Lop: no records in 2020 

 
2 JNCC (2015) The Marine Habitat Classification for Britain and Ireland Version 15.03 [Online]. [Accessed 2020-03-10 and various other 
dates]. Available from: https://mhc.jncc.gov.uk/ 
3 See https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap-priority-habitats/ and links therein 

https://mhc.jncc.gov.uk/
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap-priority-habitats/
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Estuarine Rocky Habitats 

LR.LLR.FVS/ LR.LLR.FVS.PelVS/ LR.LLR.FVS.FspiVS/ LR.LLR.FVS.FvesVS/ LR.LLR.FVS.FserVS/ LR.LLR.FVS.FCer/ 
IR.LIR.KVS.LsacPhyVS/ LR.FLR.Eph.EntPor/ LR.FLR.CvOv.SpR.Den/ LR.FLR.Rkp.G/ LR.FLR.Lic.Ver.Ver/ LR.FLR.Lic.YG: no 
records in 2020 

IR.LIR.KVS.Cod: Codium spp. with red seaweeds and sparse Laminaria saccharina on shallow, heavily-silted, very sheltered 
infralittoral rock: 4 records from Dorset and North-west Ireland 

IR.LIR.KVS.LsacPsaVS: Laminaria saccharina and Psammechinus miliaris on variable salinity grazed infralittoral rock: one 
record each from Loch Sunart and Creran 

LR.LLR.FVS.AscVS: Ascophyllum nodosum and Fucus vesiculosus on variable salinity mid eulittoral rock: two records from 
Suffolk and Loch Creran 

LR.LLR.FVS.Ascmac: Ascophyllum nodosum ecad mackaii beds on extremely sheltered mid eulittoral mixed substrata: one 
record from Loch Sunart 

LR.FLR.Eph.Ent: Enteromorpha spp. on freshwater-influenced and/or unstable upper eulittoral rock: 1 record in Cumbria 

 

File Shell (aka Flame Shell) Beds 

SS.SMX.IMX.Lim: Limaria hians beds in tide-swept sublittoral muddy mixed sediment: 4 records in West Scotland 

 

Fragile sponge and Anthozoan Communities on Rocky Habitats 

CR.HCR.DpSp.PhaAxi/ CR.HCR.XFa.ByErSp.DysAct/ CR.HCR.XFa.ByErSp.Sag/ CR.HCR.XFa.SwiLgAs/ CR.MCR.EcCr.CarSwi/ 
CR.MCR.EcCr.CarSwi.Aglo: no records in 2020 

CR.HCR.XFa.ByErSp.Eun: Eunicella verrucosa and Pentapora foliacea on wave-exposed circalittoral rock: 16 records from 
Cornwall, Devon and Dorset 

CR.MCR.EcCr.CarSwi.LgAs: Caryophyllia smithii, Swiftia pallida and large solitary ascidians on exposed or moderately 
exposed circalittoral rock: one record from Loch Sunart 

 

Horse Mussel Beds 

SS.SBR.SMus.ModT: Modiolus modiolus beds with hydroids and red seaweeds on tide-swept circalittoral mixed substrata:1 
record from Loch Creran 

SS.SBR.SMus.ModHAs: Modiolus modiolus beds with fine hydroids and large solitary ascidians on very sheltered 

circalittoral mixed substrata: 2 records from Loch Creran 

SS.SBR.SMus.ModCvar: Modiolus modiolus beds with Chlamys varia, sponges, hydroids and bryozoans on slightly tide-
swept very sheltered circalittoral mixed substrata: one record from Loch Creran 

SS.SBR.SMus.ModMx: no records in 2020 

 

Intertidal chalk 

LR.HLR.FR.Osm/ LR.MLR.BF.Fser.Pid/ LR.FLR.CvOv.ChrHap/ IR.MIR.KR.Ldig.Pid/ LR.FLR.Lic.Bli/ LR.FLR.Lic.UloUro: no 
records in 2020 

 

Intertidal Mudflats 

LS.LSa.MuSa: no records in 2020  

LS.LMu: Littoral mud: 2 records each from Suffolk and Dorset 
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Intertidal Under-boulder Communities 

LR.MLR.BF.Fser.Bo: no records in 2020  

IR.MIR.KR.Ldig.Bo: Laminaria digitata and under-boulder fauna on sublittoral fringe boulders: one record from the First of 
Clyde 

 

Maerl beds (N.B. we generally do not record ‘maerl’ to species level) 

SS.SMp.Mrl: Maerl beds: 8 records from Jersey, Cornwall and West Scotland  

SS.SMp.Mrl.Lgla: Lithothamnion glaciale maerl beds in tide-swept variable salinity infralittoral gravel: 2 records from Loch 
Sween 

SS.SMp.Pcal/ SS.SMp.Pcal.R: no records in 2020  

 

Mud Habitats in Deep Water 

SS.SMu.CFiMu: Circalittoral fine mud: 8 records from West Scotland and Dorset  

SS.SMu.CFiMu.SpnMeg: Seapens and burrowing megafauna in circalittoral fine mud: 11 records from West Scotland  

SS.SMu.CFiMu.SpnMeg.Fun: Seapens, including Funiculina quadrangularis, and burrowing megafauna in undisturbed 
circalittoral fine mud: 5 records from West Scotland 

SS.SMu.CSaMu: Circalittoral sandy mud: one record from North-west Scotland 

SS.SMu.OMu/ SS.SMu.CFiMu.BlyrAchi/ SS.SMu.OMu.ForThy/ SS.SMu.OMu.StyPse/ SS.SMu.CFiMu.MegMax: no records in 
2020 

 

Peat and Clay Exposures with Piddocks 

LR.HLR.FR.RPid/ LR.MLR.MusF.MytPid: no records in 2020 

The following two biotopes are also included in the ‘subtidal chalk’ priority habitat: 

CR.MCR.SfR: Soft rock communities; 4 records from Sussex and Dorset 

CR.MCR.SfR.Pid: Piddocks with a sparse associated fauna in sublittoral very soft chalk or clay; 20 records from Dorset, 
Hampshire and Norfolk  

 

Sabellaria alveolata Reefs 

LS.LBR.Sab/ SS.SBR.PoR.SalvMx: no records in 2020 

 

Sabellaria spinulosa reefs 

SS.SBR.PoR.SspiMx: Sabellaria spinulosa on stable circalittoral mixed sediment: 2 records from Norfolk  

Also: 

CR.MCR.CSab.Sspi/ CR.MCR.CSab.Sspi.As: no records in 2020 

 

Saline Lagoons 

IR.LIR.Lag: Submerged fucoids, green or red seaweeds (low salinity infralittoral rock): 11 records in West Scotland  

SS.SSa.SSaLS/ SS.SMu.SMuLS/ SS.SMx.SMxLS /SS.SMp.Ang: No records in 2020 

 

Seagrass Beds (intertidal) 

LS.LMp.LSgr/ LS.LMp.LSgr.Znol: no records in 2020 
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Seagrass Beds (subtidal) 

SS.SMp.SSgr / SS.SMp.SSgr.Rup: no records in 2020 

SS.SMp.SSgr.Zmar: Zostera marina/angustifolia beds on lower shore or infralittoral clean or muddy sand: 44 records from 
Channel Isles, Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, Pembrokeshire, Anglesey, Isle of Man, West Scotland, Orkney, north and west 
coasts of Ireland.   

 

Serpulid Reefs 

SS.SBR.PoR.Ser: Serpula vermicularis reefs on very sheltered circalittoral muddy sand: 3 records from Loch Creran  

 

Sheltered Muddy Gravels (intertidal mixed sediment) 

LS.LMx: Littoral mixed sediment: one record from Hampshire  

LS.LMx.GvMx/ LS.LMx.Mx/ LS.LMx.Mx.CirCer: no records in 2020 

 

Sheltered Muddy Gravels (subtidal mixed sediment) 

SS.SMx.IMx: Infralittoral mixed sediment: 18 records in West Scotland, Pembrokeshire, Dorset, Essex and Co. Down 

SS.SMx.IMx.CreAsAn: Crepidula fornicata with ascidians and anemones on infralittoral coarse mixed sediment: 4 records 
in Jersey, Dorset and Hampshire 

SS.SMx.IMx.SpavSpAn/ SS.SMx.IMx.VsenAsquAps: no records in 2020 

 

Subtidal Chalk 

IR.MIR.KR.HiaSw: no records in 2020 

CR.MCR.SfR: Soft rock communities; 4 records from Sussex and Dorset 

CR.MCR.SfR.Pid: Piddocks with a sparse associated fauna in sublittoral very soft chalk or clay; 20 records from Dorset, 
Hampshire and Norfolk  

CR.MCR.SfR.Pol: Polydora sp. tubes on moderately exposed sublittoral soft rock: 27 records from Norfolk 

CR.MCR.SfR.Hia: Hiatella-bored vertical sublittoral limestone rock: 3 records from Dorset and the Durham Heritage Coast 

 

Subtidal Sands and Gravels 

This habitat has a broad definition and many biotopes are included. The following are all broad scale habitats and in many 
cases there are more detailed biotopes in our records. 

SS.SCS.SCSVS/ SS.SCS.OCS: no records in 2020 

SS.SCS.CCS: Circalittoral coarse sediment: 41 records 

SS.SCS.ICS: Infralittoral coarse sediment: 39 records 

SS.SSa.IFiSa: no records in 2020 

SS.SSa.CFiSa: Circalittoral fine sand: 7 records 

SS.SSa.CMuSa: Circalittoral muddy sand: 4 records 

SS.SSa.IMuSa: Infralittoral muddy sand: 2 records 

SS.SSa.SSaVS/ SS.SSa.OSa: no records in 2020 
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Tide-swept Channels 

LR.HLR.FT/ LR.HLR.FT.FserTX: no records in 2020 

IR.MIR.KR.LhypT.Pk/ IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX/ IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX.Pk/ IR.MIR.KR.LhypVt/ IR.MIR.KT.XKT: no records in 2020 

IR.MIR.KR.LhypT: Laminaria hyperborea on tide-swept, infralittoral rock: one record from Dorset  

IR.MIR.KR.LhypT.Ft: Laminaria hyperborea forest, foliose red seaweeds and a diverse fauna on tide-swept upper 
infralittoral rock: one record from the Scottish Borders 

IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX.Ft: Laminaria hyperborea forest and foliose red seaweeds on tide-swept upper infralittoral mixed 
substrata: one record from Loch Creran 

IR.MIR.KT: Kelp and seaweed communities in tide-swept sheltered conditions: 6 records from Loch Sween and the Menai 
Strait 

IR.MIR.KT.LsacT: Laminaria saccharina with foliose red seaweeds and ascidians on sheltered tide-swept infralittoral rock: 
one record from the Firth of Clyde 

IR.MIR.KT.XKTX: Mixed kelp and red seaweeds on infralittoral boulders, cobbles and gravel in tidal rapids: one records from 
Loch Creran. 

CR.HCR.FaT.CTub/ CR.HCR.FaT.CTub.CuSp/ SS.SMp.KSwSS.LsacR.CbPb: no records in 2020 

CR.HCR.FaT: Very tide-swept faunal communities: 2 records from Menai Strait 

CR.MCR.CFaVS: 6 records in Cornwall and the Menai Strait 
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Seasearch Training in 2020 

The Seasearch training programme provides courses 
and survey skills at three levels, Observer, Surveyor and 
Specialist. 

The Observer level training consists of a one-day 
course for divers without previous survey experience. 
This covers an introduction to Seasearch, identifying 
marine habitats and species, and a series of practical 
skills from position fixing to recording from filmed 
surveys. The aim is to equip participants to complete 
the Seasearch Observation Form. Dives are arranged 
where participants can undertake surveys with a tutor 
present to help with form completion and 
identifications. The Observer qualification involves 
participation in the course and completion of 5 
Observation Forms. 

There were 25 Observer courses held in 2020 in 
England (11), Scotland (4), Ireland (all) (2), Channel 
Islands (4), Wales (3) and Isle of Man (1). Over 230 
divers took part in the Observer courses, the vast 
majority of whom were new to Seasearch. 

The Surveyor level training is aimed at volunteers with 
some existing experience of marine recording, whether 
as a Seasearch Observer or elsewhere, and aims to 
equip them to successfully complete the Seasearch 
Survey Form. It involves a weekend course, completion 
of 6 survey dives and an ID test. 

Only one Surveyor Course was held in 2020, in the 
Scottish Borders at Eyemouth the weekend before 
lockdown began. There were 8 keen participants who 
subsequently had a long wait to put it all into practice! 

No Seasearch Specialist courses, aimed at either 
teaching new survey skills or improving knowledge and 
identification of marine life, took place in 2020.  

Seasearch Observer and Surveyor training courses are 
delivered by our team of tutors, all of whom are 
experienced Seasearch recorders and active divers. Six 
more trainee tutors are close to gaining accreditation 
having become adept at using online methods to 
deliver training in 2020.  

Seasearch qualifications are awarded to those 
completing the Seasearch Observer (course and 5 
acceptable observation forms), or Surveyor (course, 6 
acceptable survey forms & an ID test) programmes. In 
2020 thirty volunteers achieved the Observer 
qualification and just one the advanced Surveyor 
qualification. Although these figures are lower than 
usual it’s still a good reflection of the enthusiasm of our 
volunteers in a very sub-optimal year. 

The qualification process not only acts as a reward to 
participants but is also an official recognition of the 
skills available within the Seasearch community of 

volunteer divers and thus the validity of their 
observations. 

 

Seasearch Identification Guides and survey materials 

As a part of our aim to improve the identification skills 
of volunteer divers we produce a range of illustrated 
field identification guides. We now have five titles in 
the series.  

 

The updated second edition of the general Marine Life 
Guide is popular as an introductory guide and sells 
primarily on Observer Courses. We have four more 
specialised Guides covering Sea Anemones and Corals, 
Sea Squirts and Sponges, Bryozoans & Hydroids and 
Seaweeds.  

In addition to the guides, Seasearch also produces 
writing slates in two sizes and recycled wooden pencils 
to aid the recording of information underwater, cotton 
caps and knitted beanies, plus cotton bags to keep all 
your books together. These are available at Seasearch 
courses and events, through regional co-ordinators and 
can also be purchased online via the Seasearch shop. 

   

 

Social media channels 

You can follow Seasearch on Twitter (@_Seasearch and 
@seasearchscotland are the main accounts) and we 
now have a YouTube channel which is slowly filling up 
with material (short films, talks and training videos).  
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Seasearch Data 

A total of 926 forms were received in 2020 
(representing 58% of the 2019 total). These comprised 
observation (59%) and survey (38%) forms with the 
remainder being mostly crawfish forms. East Anglia 
recorded their highest total of forms ever (254; this is 
over 27% of the overall total and over 52% of the 
England forms). 

 

The pie chart shows the origin of each form.  

 

 

Unsurprisingly, the period between April and June 
shows the greatest disparity between 2019 and 2020: 

 

For the early winter period (October-December), more 
forms were received in 2020 than 2019, presumably as 
everyone was desperate to make up for lost time… 

 

The 2020 dataset overall comprises 67 surveys with 787 
survey events, and contains 30,065 taxon records and 
2248 biotope/habitat records.  

All of the data is made available on the National 
Biodiversity Network Atlas, where Seasearch is the 
second-largest provider of marine data (after the Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee) with a total of 
786,482 taxon records (not all to species level). 

We’ve now surpassed the original Marine Nature 
Conservation Review of the late 1980s and early 1990s 
(593,311 records).  

The Seasearch datasets are all published under the 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence (CC-BY) 
which means that anyone can download and use the 
information. There is a separate dataset for each 
country and each of these has a unique Digital Object 
Identifier (DOI) number so it can be referenced just like 
a scientific paper. Additional data on pink sea fans and 
crawfish is entered into separate databases. 

Some species are deemed ‘sensitive’ and the precise 
location of each record is blurred to a 10km square. A 
special request with appropriate justification is 
required to access these records. Each country where 
Seasearch operates maintains its own list of sensitive 
species which are not always the same!  

 

Data validation and management 

On receipt of a Seasearch form, summary information 
is recorded and the position mapped, checking the 
location against the MHWS line to guard against ‘dry 
dives’ on the land. This also acts as the first stage in the 
validation process for the data which is carried out by 
the local co-ordinator, national co-ordinator or a 
Seasearch tutor. 

All Observation and Survey Form data is entered into 
the Marine Recorder database by a variety of 
experienced individuals and organisations. They are 
responsible for the second stage of verification of the 
data and for the assignation of MNCR biotopes. The 
data is retained locally and also passed on and merged 
with all the other data to produce a single Seasearch 
dataset for the year. At this stage the third validation 
check is carried out by the National Seasearch Co-
ordinator and the Data Officer. 

In addition to the annual update the data is managed 
on an ongoing basis and amendments, updates and 
corrections are made to earlier data as required. Any 
errors in the Seasearch dataset should be notified to 
the email address below. 

 

This quality assurance (QA) process is explained in 
greater detail and published on the Seasearch website. 
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Seasearch Co-ordination and Promotion 

The core activities are delivered by the National Co-ordinator, supported by the Data Officer and the Administrator, 
with a team of Local Co-ordinators throughout Britain, Ireland and the Crown Dependencies. During 2020 the team 
was as follows: 

National Co-ordinator Charlotte Bolton MCS 
Data Officer  Angus Jackson MCS 
Administrator  ML Anderson MCS 
Scotland Iain Dixon/Paul Kay MCS 
West Scotland Owen Paisley/Karen Boswarva MCS 
Northern Ireland Sally Stewart-Moore MCS 
Republic of Ireland Tony & Rory O’Callaghan  
Isle of Man  Tony Glen MCS 
North Wales  Holly Date MCS 
South & West Wales Kate Lock MCS 
North East England Natalie Hirst MCS 
North West England Wendy Northway MCS 
East Anglia  Dawn Watson MCS 
Kent   Post unfilled 
Sussex   Sarah Ward Sussex WT 
Hants/Isle of Wight  Lin Baldock MCS 
Dorset    Lin Baldock Dorset WT 
Devon    Chris Webb MCS 
Cornwall   Matt Slater Cornwall WT 
Alderney Mel Broadhurst-Allen MCS/Alderney WT 
Guernsey Laura Bampton La Société Guernesiase 
Jersey    Kevin McIlwee MCS 

Local Co-ordinators are responsible for Seasearch activities within their own areas. This includes promotion to local 
dive clubs and other groups, communication with local volunteers and arranging training courses and surveys. 

 

Very grateful thanks to EVERYONE (co-ordinators, tutors and particularly the volunteer divers and snorkellers who sent 
in forms) for their efforts during 2020. Without your contributions it would have been an almost blank year and 
Seasearch would not continue to be so successful. 
 

This report has been produced by Seasearch on behalf of the Marine Conservation Society, Overross House, Ross 
Park, Ross-on-Wye HR9 7US. 

Email: info@seasearch.org.uk 

Phone: 07776 142096 

 

 

Text by Charlotte Bolton with contributions from the regional co-ordinators. Original report design by Chris Wood. 
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